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To sell or not to sell? That is the question. 

 

 
 

Should Shakespeare Birthplace Trust (SBT) sell the land it owns behind Anne Hathaway’s 

Cottage (above) to Hallam Land Management/Bloor Homes to enable them to build a link 

road between the A439 and A46 – a prerequisite for planning permission to build 800 

houses west of Shottery?  

 

That is the question that Save Shottery asked the world via Change.org 

 

 

Save Shottery petition reaches a global audience: 

 

 Within 100 hours, over 800 people globally had signed the NO SELL OUT petition – one voice 

against each house to be built  

 

 Save Shottery reset the target to 1463 – the year Anne Hathaway’s Cottage was built   

 

 By 27 November, 1244 people from 24 countries - every continent - had signed the petition.  

Less than half (43%) live in Stratford upon Avon; 50% are from the wider UK and 7% are from 

overseas: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, India, Ireland, 

Italy, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, Russia, Singapore, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 

Taiwan, Togo, UAE, Uruguay and USA  

 

 1 in 5 people have taken the time to leave a comment 

 

 The petition will remain open until 23 April (Shakespeare’s birthday) or until the 

Shakespeare Birthplace Trust announces that it will NOT SELL OUT to the developers. 

 

  

http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/shakespeare-birthplace-trust-no-sell-out-save-shottery
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Why did people sign the petition? 

People have given hundreds of reasons why they signed the Save Shottery petition – from the 

simplest: “Love Shakespeare” through to lengthy requests for the Trust to fulfil its legal and moral 

duties to save Britain’s heritage.   

 

The SBT repeatedly reminds us:  

“The Trust is an objector to this scheme on the grounds of the harm it would cause to Anne 

Hathaway’s Cottage, its setting and its Registered Park and Garden. That is our sole concern in 

the proposed development.  We are keenly aware of the strength of opposition to the 

proposed development.  It is not the Trustees’ role to take into account the wider issues about 

the location or amount of housing to be built in Stratford. 

“The situation is complex and still evolving and the Trustees will not make any decisions until 

we have all possible information and advice.”   

 

SBT have known about the development for many, many years but are only now beginning to act, as 

a result of the pressure and public spotlight shone on them in the past fortnight. The executive 

trustees meet on 28 November 2012 to review the evidence gathered to date.  

 

 

The purpose of this report 

Save Shottery has compiled this report to make it easier and quicker for the SBT trustees to assess 

the possible damage that selling out would do to the setting of Anne Hathaway’s Cottage, and to the 

reputation of the Trust.    

 

We have edited out any objections about traffic congestion, housing needs and politics - which are 

outside the remit of the SBT – but have not edited any spelling, grammar or punctuation etc.  

 

On the following pages, you will find: 

 a visual Wordle™ summary of the responses  

 comments from across the (mostly) English-speaking  world 

 local views of people living in Stratford upon Avon  

 nationwide appeals to the Trust.  

 

“People were very quick to assume that Save Shottery is a campaign run by NIMBYs,” say Debbie and 

Mark Griffiths, co-founders of Save Shottery. “We do indeed live down the road from the proposed 

development, but we are outsiders who have adopted Stratford as our home and we have always 

believed that this was an issue of national and international importance.  

 

“Until now, few people outside of Stratford knew about the threat to Shakespeare’s Shottery. Using 

the power of social media, Save Shottery has got that message out - globally. This report shows how 

much Shakespeare’s heritage means to people of the UK and the rest of the world. We trust the 

Shakespeare Birthplace Trust will fully consider its contents as part of their decision-making 

process.” 
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About Save Shottery 

Save Shottery is a social media campaign, launched 11 November 

2012, to collect the views of global citizens to persuade the 

Shakespeare Birthplace Trust not to sell out Anne Hathaway’s land 

to property developers and to find more positive ways to raise 

funds. 

 

For more information, visit: 

www.SaveShottery.com  

@SaveShottery  

Save Shottery petition 

Facebook  

Flickr 

Save Shottery blog 

 

 

For enquiries, please contact: 

saveshottery@btconnect.com  

07720 6923657 

http://www.saveshottery.com/
https://twitter.com/SaveShottery
http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/shakespeare-birthplace-trust-no-sell-out-save-shottery
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Save-Shottery/306943032754219
http://www.flickr.com/photos/saveshottery/
http://saveshottery.blogspot.co.uk/
mailto:saveshottery@btconnect.com
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Australasia understands the value of UK heritage… 

 

Australia:  

Why on earth would you want to build townhouses right behind the internationally important Anne 

Hathaway's cottage. There are many other places to build townhouses. There is only one Anne 

Hathaway's cottage. 

 

If you are charged with preserving the memory of someone, then you should preserve.  It is your 

duty. 

 

Like so many I was incredibly moved by my visit to Stratford and significant Shakespeare sites. These 

locations are not just significant to England, they are significant to the world. 

 

Shottery does not need 800 new houses but, more importantly, Shottery does need to maintain its 

historic links to Shakespeare and the surrounding natural area. The interests of thousands of future 

visitors to Shottery and Anne Hathaway's Cottage should be put ahead of the proposed 

development. 

 

Born in England.  Read Shakespeare for pleasure all my life.     Know Stratford-on Avon well and visit 

often.     Whole district should be Heritage Listed.  Good Luck   

 

Because of the international importance of Shakespeare's legacy and the national importance of 

standing up to opportunistic developers such as Hallams who are wrecking the British countryside! 

 

New Zealand: 

I would be horrified to think that an area of such historical and cultural importance were to be 

vandalised. I really hope that my son gets to experience this in the same way that I was able to. 
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Far East appreciation of Western culture… 

 

Singapore: 

This is important as it is about protecting the heritage and ambience of Britain's history and unique 

culture. 

 

Taiwan: 

Once you destroy heritage it will never come back. It's going to be a huge mistake.Please find 

another way to raise funds. 

 

 UAE: 

it would be a crime to damage such beautiful and historic land. We should be proud of this!  
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What our European neighbours say… 

 

      Belgium: 

It will ruin the tranquility of  Shakespeare's Shottery 

tis project is going to far,and will be the last nail in the coffin,stratford will be finished 

 

       Germany: 

respect for heritage 

Because of the countryside 

 

        Ireland: 

preserve historical landmark 

Once the land is developed it will never be reclaimed 

 

         Russian Federation: 

This would be a massive mistake for the area of Shottery and the town of Stratford upon Avon 
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North America speaks out… 

 

  Canada: 

Once you destroy heritage it will never come back. It's not about profit, it is about protecting a 

treasure. 

It will destroy Stratford for more little boxes 

 

  USA: 

Shakespeare belongs to the world, not to greedy developers. 

 

Anne Hathaway's Cottage is my favorite location of the entire Shakespeare Birthplace Trust. It is 

beautiful and peaceful. One can sit and have a cup of tea on the grounds, soaking up the amazing 

thought that people lived and worked the very same land hundreds of years ago. I learned what a 

willow cabin is on this location for the very first time after ten years of studying Shakespeare! I 

believe it is an important part of history. Please don't take it away! 

 

I visit Anne Hathaway's often, bringing my students.  It is a peaceful spot in a busy world, and I hope 

it will remain so! 

 

Living in the USA I know how envious the American people are of our history and heritage dont 

destroy it 

 

Please protect our history and our destiny 

 

Apart from being one of the most important towns in the UK and the World. This is my hometown 

and where my family lives. It's where I grew up and I want generations of children to come to have 

as fond a memory as I do of growing up in this sacred little area of a town that holds such an 

important place in the history of the world. 
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I would add my American accented voice to help the English save the English heritage from the 

English who would trash it for a few lousy pieces of silver. I will never live to see it, but I beg you to 

save "this scepter'd isle, This earth of majesty," at least this little bit of it. 

My wife and I visited Stratford this summer and had the pleasure of walking the greenfield land in 

question.  Without a doubt, it is an irreplaceable plot of land with stunning views and pastoral 

scenes throughout.  We can't imagine sharing this land with future generations only in pictures and 

memories.  Treasures like these are the source of our great affection for G.B.  Please, SBT, don't 

become complicit in replacing preservation with extinction. 

 

Our cultural heritage reminds us of who we are and from whence we came. When lost to greed and 

avarice of this kind, we lose the glue that connects us to the ages. 

 

Anne Hathatway's Cottage is an important international destination. It represents an image of peace 

that is not possible withought the countryside around it. It has inspired the imaginations of poets 

and painters for hundreds of years! 

 

this is a most historic area. It is why you have global visitors coming to Stratford and spending $$$'s. 

Why wouldn't you want that to continue.... 
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     What the people of Stratford say about heritage and the SBT… 
 

  

 

The development is unsustainable and will have adverse effects on the tourist industry, the 

environment and our culture and heritage 

 

This is a shocking example of greedy developers seeking to destroy an important part of England's 

cultural heritage at any price 

 

destroying the beauty of the area around Anne Hathaway's Cottage, a site of huge cultural 

significance for England and the world. Please don't let Shottery be swallowed up by a huge new 

housing estate. 

 

The people  of Stratford support the work of S B T we'd like them to support the people of Stratford 

to protect against the over development of our beautiful town, if you sell out this development will 

go ahead and we'll see in the region of 3,000 to 4,000 houses being built, we'll become the new 

overspill for Birmingham and Coventry. Please don't sell 

 

SBT- its up to you to prevent irrepairable damage to the environment of the cottage. Keep your 

word and listen to the wishes of Stratford people - don't sell. 

 

I am a member of SBT and am mystified why this high profile charity/organization could even 

conceive of selling land in Shottery.  Heritage and quality of life is worth fighting for. 

 

This devlopment would ruin both Stratford and more importantly Shottery a internationaly know 

historical site. 

 

It has always been the policy of SBT to preserve the environment around its properties. This should 

be upheld and not sold out for short term gain. 

 

This town is of Global significance, and should be protected 

 

To much of our heritage contryside is being slowly eroded 

 

It would ruin what attracts so many visitors to Stratford from all of the world 

 

It is totally out of keeping with the village of Shottery, will ruin farmland and completely change the 

village setting of Anne Hathaway's Cottage - it would be an act of vandalism. 

 

It is vital to preserve what is left of the historic heritage of Stratford 

 

to save our national heritage for future generations. 
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Selling t his land for short term gain is not the answer. The SBT have a duty to protect  our heritage 

for all time not just  the short term 

 

This is an area of outstanding historical  importance and the imposition of a housing development in 

this particular area is clearly inappropriate and against the wishes of local council decisions and the 

people living in the area.  William Shakespeare, his family and related properties are of 

overwhelming importance. The Stratford Shakespeare connections need preservation for this 

country and for the 5 million visitors who come every year. Let an inappropriate ruling be corrected 

and good sense be seen to prevail. 

 

There are many places to build more homes in the area that will not destroy some of our heritage. 

 

To prevent the destruction of a World Renowned Heritage 

 

How long will it be before all the things that are great about Stratford and attract a wealth of visitors 

from around the world are so irrevocably damaged, they stop coming? 

 

It would be a travesty if this goes ahead against so much local opposition. Stratford is a heritage 

town, it it beautiful yet plagued by traffic congestion already. There is no way these houses and a 

relief road would add anything positive to the town. 800 houses can be built in more suitable 

locations if need be, not behind one of the prettiest and most important tourist attractions in 

England. 

 

I believe that it will affect the experience that visitors getting visiting Anne Hathaways. Now they see 

fields and can picture it in the day. Don't spoil this by putting the house at the edge of raod and huge 

housing estate 

 

The trustees have an overwelming deed of trust to protect Anne Hathaways Cottage, not to sell out. 

 

I think the building of 800 houses would be detrimental to the beautiful environment of Shottery 

and the appeal  to tourists. 

 

because they have a duty to preserve the shakespeare properties and this will cause untold 

destruction. 

 

This development will adversely affect a valuable part of Stratford and not only destroy green fields 

it will harm the attraction of Anne Hathaway's Cottage for ever. Please don't sell this land. 

 

I want to see the area around Anne Hathaways Cottage protected. 

 

THIS WOULD BE A DISASTER FOR THE TOWN AND THE TRUST 

 

it's a area of unique historical interest and should be preserved as it is. 
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Allowing the development to go ahead would destroy an area of historic importance and natural 

beauty just for short term financial gain. The impact would be irreversible. 

 

From what i remember reading Stratford upon Avon is the 7th most visited place in the world...who 

on earth in their right mind wants to come and look at 800 houses around what should be an 

historical building.....i know i would'nt...Stratford has been spoiled enough over the years...and this 

is taking away one of the last things of interest in the town.. 

 

 

The Shakespeare Birthplace trust is duty-bound to protect and preserve it's properties and the 

surrounding land. If the Trust decides to sell the land behind Anne Hathaway's, they will renege on 

one of their key responsibilities and shame the entire town for years to come. 

 

Anne Hathaways's Cottage and it's surrounding area is of huge cultural value to it's community, the 

town and tourists - the local area should be left alone and not built on. 

 

It is imperative that we maintain the greenfield sites around stratford and especially where it could 

impact such an important historical site. Time to listen to local people and not just be sayed by the 

temptations that such a development may offer. 

 

Allowing Aann Hathaways Cottage to be in the middle of a large housing estate would make 

Stratford a laughing stock 

 

We need to protect what is left unspoilt of Shakespeare's town, not encourage futher development. 

 

This town is a unique heritage site. The scale of the development will change profoundly and 

irreversibly the character and quality of life for residents and tourists alike. 

 

Vital that this does not go ahead to save Stratford upon Avon for future generations. 

 

The historical appeal of Stratford-upon-Avon needs to be preserved and not ruined by new houses in 

an already densly populated area. 

 

Once they're gone, they're gone. Please don't forget about our heritage in favour of cash. 

 

I am appalled that this potential eye-sore has been approved by the government, let alone our own 

Shakespeare Birthplace Trust has sold-out, violating an area of natural beauty they are charged with 

protecting. 

 

Because its such a historical site and an important and beautiful place that should not be developed. 

 

This development will destroy a valuable part of Stratford and severely harm the attraction of Anne 

Hathaway's Cottage irreparably. 

 

trying to prevent cultural Vandalism 
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I would ask that the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust retains the land to ensure that the beauty 

surrounding Ann Hathaway's cottage is retained for all to see for hundreds of years to come. I  am 

sure that the Trust know their Shakespeare - is the developer "the green-ey'd monster" Othello Act 

3, 165-171. 

 

the land around the Shakespeare birthplace trust property is a beautiful backdrop as it is. 

 

I feel strongly that we have an historic town which attracts visitors from all over the world and more 

housing and less green land is going to destroy this sense of history and add nothing positive to the 

area.  We are a small town with a big history and we need to cherish this. 

 

It is a landmark of world-wide cultural importance.  It has to remain tranquil and not in the middle of 

a housing estate. 

 

The area is of great historical value and once developed will never be the same again. 

 

we must preserve this historically site 

 

We do not need more houses in Stratford - maintaining this wonderful heritage site if infinitely more 

importnat - our children will not thank us if we allow national goverment to over rule the wishes of 

the local community 

 

Once this beautiful landscape is gone, it is lost for ever. Save our Heritage and secure its future by 

not building on Greenbelt land.  

 

This is a brutal attack on historic countryside and a great national treasure. 

 

Anne Hathaway's house and land surrounding will be ruined. 

 

Water run off and water table changes will damage a historic property. 

 

The historic nature of this site directly behind Anne Hathaway`s Cottage must be kept intact. 

Tranquillity within the grounds is vital to the visitor experience and is so unique compared to  so 

many other tourist sites. The residents of Stratford, the town and distrcit council and most tourists 

would not want to see such a site destroyed through a massive intrusion of noise and visibility of 

cars destroying such a peaceful and historic setting. 

 

Well at a time SBT when we have lost all faith in the democratic process, when local people, elected 

councillors and even the MP are overwhelmingly opposed to this scheme, Shakespeare Birthplace 

Trust over to you ..a bit of a defining moment I feel. 

 

the thought of it being developed and losing its beauty leaves me sad and appalled 
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I am against this proposal, and the decision to go ahead with this would be catastrophic.  Not just for 

the surrounding area, but for the historical value for which visitors come to savour the ambiance and 

capture the essence of life in Shakespeare's time.  This is priceless and would be forever destroyed - 

an absolute tragedy.  Our beautiful country is littered with similar mistakes, from which lessons 

should be learned.  It is unbelievable that money is the first consideration for some, when most 

worthwhile things in life cannot be bought.NO  TO THE SELL OUT 

 

It's madness, lets hope the SBT do the honorable thing and scuppers it, they will be highly unpopular 

if they don't. 

 

It is a national and international historical site, where the peace and quiet enjoyed in the grounds 

today reflects how it would have been in Shakespeare's time.Allwoing this development will destroy 

this unique setting to be enjoyed for future generations. This is more important than a short term 

inflow of money  that could be sought elsewhere over the coming years. 

 

I believe that Stratford's heritage should be protected at all costs 

 

The character of this peaceful village so attractive to international visitors must be preserved 

 

This is an important beauty spot and historic area. 

 

Spoiling the beautiful countryside around Anne Hathaway's Cottage in Shottery may bring some 

ready money into the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust's coffers, but it will endanger the appeal that the 

place has for so many travellers who visit us every year. There must be another way to raise funds 

for the Trust's conservation projects other than selling away that beautiful patch of land to 

developing speculators. Please stop this, and find a more suitable alternative. 

 

The greenfield setting of Anne Hathaway's Cottage is a vital, priceless part of its historic, national 

and international importance. We look to the trustees of the SBT to safeguard its future for all of us 

now and for the countless 'yet unborn' who will come to Stratford for a precious glimpse of 

Shakespeare's England. 

 

It is the duty of the Birthplace Trust to preserve the Shakespeare properties and their environs.  They 

are already well funded and should ignore calls to maximise funds and stick to their core duties 

 

This unique and historic site is part of our country's heritage - it will be ruined by such a huge 

development on its doorstep. Please remember your duty to protect and preserve our heritage. 

 

The fields behind Anne Hathaway's Cottage were acquired specifically to prevent development in 

this iconic setting 

 

The land was originally acquired by the SBT to prevent this type of building activity, and SBT must 

meet this objective by refusing to make the land available to the developers if it is to remain a 

credible and respected body. 
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The Birthplace Trust has continuously expressed its opposition to the proposal to build 800 new 

homes to the west of Shottery and to the rear of Anne Hatthaway's Cottage.  Now is the opportunity 

for the Birthplace trust to show that it cares for Stratford and for the views of the local people and 

make a stand by not selling land to the developers. Don't sell out the people of Stratford for money.  

There are other ways to raise money but once the land is gone, Stratford and Shottery and the 

cottage will be scarred for ever. 

 

Our Heritage is sacred and we must protect it for future generations 

 

I am disgusted that the Trust has been in discussions with developers over a number of years about 

this project without vehemently oposing it. The developers QC made it clear to everyone at the 

appeal hearing that the absence of anyone from the Trust at the the hearing spoke volumes about 

their real position on the proposals and in reply to an Email from Ruth Mckeown of Hallam Homes to 

'Dear Diana' at the Trust it was said that they would be guided by the decision of the Secretary of 

State. At that hearing the witnesses for the developers repeatedly made derisory comments about 

Stratford, Shottery and the Trust properties, their authenticity their tenuous connection with 

Shakespeare and even with the setting. The sum of their argument appeared to be that its not that 

good so it won't matter that this development will make it worse and future visitors / residents will 

not know that it is worse. I hope you will have that decency to make details of all discussions that 

have and will take place, public. If you now support this choking development what does that say for 

your status as a Trust?    

 

Anne Hathaways Cottage in the middle of a huge estate is insulting our Shakespeare heritage and is 

morally wrong. 

 

Because the proposed development is a crime against Shottery as a historically rural setting that 

draws so much tourism too, Stratford-upon-Avon as a rural and historic town, and British heritage. 

 

The development will destroy the environment of Anne Hathway's Cottage, 

 

I urge the SBT to preserve the rural village environment of Anne Hathaway's cottage, to put a stop to 

Stratford's urban sprawl, and to respect the views of residents, by refusing to sell for housing 

development the unspoiled field that the Hathaways would have farmed. 

 

Stratford is a national treasure and it is being ruined! 

 

The Birthplace Trust has a responsibility for our heritage.  Be responsible please! 

 

To preserve the heritage of Shakespeare and not to destroy it by building a great big housing estate 

on the back door of one of the most visited attractions in Stratford! 

 

We cannot put Shakespeare's heritage at any kind of risk. 

 

Having worked in the gardens of the Cottage I appreciate how important the surrounding 

countryside is to the property and to the visitor experience - please stay true to the preservation of 
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this property and its environment. I  just cannot imagine how the area will change if this goes ahead 

- please consider the feelings of people in the town and do not sell out to the developers 

 

We, in Luddington Road, implore you, The Trustees of SBT, to listen to the residents of Historic 

Stratford, 'Cry God for Shottery, Stratford and Saint George'! 

 

I have worked as a volunteer in the tourist industry, vital to our town, for several years. This huge 

development, for which there is no local need and would create commuter traffic chaos, would have 

a devastating impact on one of our towns best appreciated assets. 

 

What's the point in waxing lyrical about the environment, or insisting on the importance of our 

cultural heritage or, best of all, repeatedly claiming you are an objector (and a mighty powerful one 

at that) if you then sell out to the highest bidder? Let's suppose the land had been sold decades ago 

(you can only sell it once!) and the Trust still needs to find funds: what do you do? You draft in a few 

more creative trustees and you get people to care about and support what you do. The point is that 

it is OUR heritage; we own it, not the the Trust. So let the people vote and decide where they want 

funding to come from to protect THEIR heritage. 

 

This is our historical and literary  heritage at stake 

 

One of the most important cultural sites in the country will be badly affected and LOCAL people do 

not want this! 

 

It is a sure-fire way of discouraging tourism, which I thought benefited Britain? Those who come for 

Shakespeare are strongly encouraged by the local countryside ambiance that radiates from his 

writing: this is slowly being annihilated.  Those who come because Stratford is a pleasant, medium-

sized, riverside town will not come at all if the central area becomes inaccessible, and swamped by 

acres of suburban development. The uneven balance which seems to be the aim will totally deprive 

Stratford of its individuality, and therefore of its attractiveness to visitors. And OK, I live near 

Shottery, so admit personal environmental concerns on the lines referred to by others here. 

 

The Birthplace Trust must think long-term and commit to the preservation of this historic site  
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        What the folk of England think… 

 
Shottery with Anne Hathaway´s Cottage is a most important part of the Shakespeare heritage 

together with the other Shakespeare properties in Stratford. Also, these remarkable buildings are 

real "history lessons" in themselves, showing us what life could be like in earlier centuries. Here, we 

don´t have to rad about it in books, we can visit these place and explore them on site. Don't spoil 

this remarkable place. It´s such an important part of the country´s national heritage. 

 

THIS IS ENGLAND AND OUR HERITAGE WE WANT TO KEEP IT THAT WAY. 

 

I love Shakespeare's plays. The Bard was an incredible playwright and we should honour this. The 

modern view that every scrap of faintly green looking land should have concrete poured over it, is 

disgusting. Nature is the reason we are here and we need to respect her too.  

 

Sites need to breathe the same air that the history demands. Otherwise you might as well dig up the 

cottage and ship it to Las Vegas. 

 

A major threat to the environmentof a very important heritage site, whose integrity should be 

protected. 

 

To preserve the U.K's national heritage 

 

The grounds surrounding Anne Hathaway's cottage make it a beautiful, peaceful spot to visit, and 

greatly enhance the heritage value and visitor experience of the house itself. 

 

Heritage is important and irreplaceable! 

 

I grew up in this area and deplore the proposed destruction of the environment of Anne Hathaway's 

Cottage and the burden of high population density in our country's most important tourist 

destination. 

 

Preserving English Heritage is more important than â New build for profit. 

 

Part of our national heritage and iconic image which must be preserved. 

 

It is not only the Trust but every single citizen obligation "to maintain and preserve the Shakespeare 

properties for the benefit of the nation" 

 

Once it is built on, it will be gone forever. 

 

This our heritage being damaged yet again 

 

We must preserve our heritage at all costs. It isn't disposable . 
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You will DESTROY culture which is of GLOBAL significance. SHAME ON YOU !!! 

 

SOME VILLAGES AND PLACES OF ENGLISH HERITAGE NEED TO REMAIN UNSPOILT 

 

This is a piece of our heritage--and one that has some economic value which even the money men 

should understand. 

 

We must protect what's left of our heritage 

 

Yet again England seems to be waving goodbye to it's heritage in favour of yet more construction on 

this our "green and pleasant land". Has it now come to this ... not even Shakespeare's memory is 

sacred any more? Please consider the impact of this on future generations who visit Stratford to 

seek inspiration from England's undisputed most famous playwright. 

 

Once it has gone it will NEVER be be able to be RETURNED. Time is of the essence and history is the 

product of it. 

 

It is part of our heritage! 

 

My family have over 100 years of ties to Stratford's community. This unique and historic site is part 

of our country's heritage and should not be destroyed by such a large development - not to mention 

the gorgeous fields which back onto shottery. Please do not spoil starford any further 

 

This site is a part of our National and cultural heritage and part of what foreign visitors come to 

England to see. 

 

Too much development is ruining historical sites. 

 

Because Shakespeare and his influence are one of the greatest, unblemished things we still have as a 

nation in Britain and to sell out now would be a betrayal to our heritage. 

 

why build on green belt land of historical significance rather than brown belt land; increase local 

flood risks and create yet more traffic on narrow local roads? 

 

I vist Stratford and The Shottery  regularly ,it is a beautiful tranquil area and should be preserved for 

our future generations   

 

because shottery is a place of great historic interest and it would be a shame if it was destroyed 

 

The protection of Britain's heritage should not be sacrificed for short term economic or political 

goals. 

 

This is a site of great international cultural importance and it must not be desecrated in this manner. 

Do the developrs have any culture, if they are prepared to make such a proposal. The Shakespearean 

connections bring millions of visitors to Stratford and the Hathaway cottage is a major tourist site 
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that tourists wish to see. To allow the sale to go forward, when the Town Council objects to the 

proposal, would be an insult to democractic procedures in the country. Trustees are responsible for 

the support and ongoing preseservation of the cultural icon placed in their care to safeguard its 

value for future generations. Not to protect the Hathaway property at this time would be an 

absolute dereliction of the trustees' duty. 

 

Love Shakespeare 

 

The natural beauty of the English countryside inspired so much of Shakespeare's most glorious 

poetry, helping embed it deeply in English culture. To lose it in the very place that inspired him 

behind Anne Hathaway's cottage seems like trashing all our culture â€“ and it would be also 

incredibly short-sighted to ruin one of Britain's most famous tourist attractions, which draws visitors 

precisely because of its rustic charm, which is not just about the cottage but its rural charm. This  

brutal destruction cannot happen! 

 

preserving a historic town including its unique open areas especially those in sensitive locations 

must be a priority for SBT. 

 

We must preserve our national heritage 

 

the area is of national importance. 

 

We have to preserve our heritage, history and beauty in this country.   

 

What a great way for SBT to ruin the very tourist attraction they are supposed to be protecting and 

developing.  Boggles the mind that they would event contemplate ruining Anne Hathaway's Cottage 

surroundings like this. 

 

our english heritage should be preserved for future generations to enjoy, not squandered to allow a 

greedy developer to earn a few more millions 

 

Ruin of Shottery's semi-rural Shakespearean / historic setting 

 

What an outrageous and hideous proposal. This is a place of global interest and international 

heritage. Please Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, say NO to development on this and nearby land, NO 

to a sell out! Find other ways to gain funding, not like this, you will destroy decades of good work! 

 

The cottage is only part of the place the Shakespeare lived - without its context it is diminished. With 

a backdrop of 800 houses the place loses a great part of its significance. There are other places that 

houses can be built, keep this place as it is 

 

It's part of Britain's history. Don't ruin it! 

 

As a former Trustee of the Birthplace Trust, I regard preservation of the Shakespeare sites as among 

the primary duties of the Trust 
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We must preserve our cultural heritage for the future.  We're custodians, not just consumers. 

 

We have to conserve this wonderful cottage and its tranquil setting for future generations. It has to 

remain a place of INTERNATIONAL homage. Please SBT don't make such a short-termist decision. 

You owe it to the country, to the world not to sell and preserve the land. 

 

It is vital that we preserve our heritage, please consider this for our future generations 

 

It's Shakespeare! 

 

It is a beautiful area and an important part of English culture and history 

 

I have very close family living in Stratford and it is incredibly important to me that the wonderful 

land behind the beautiful and historic Anne Hathaway's Cottage is NOT BUILT ON for a number of 

very important reasons.  I have so many happy memories of walking in those fields and counting the 

number of different butterfly species that live there (regularly over ten in a single walk!).  I adore 

watching and listening to the skylarks and looking at the other wonderful wildlife that make these 

fields their home.  I first visited Anne Hathaway's Cottage about 10 years ago and was stunned by 

the beauty of the place.  The house was very interesting but the reason I have been back again and 

again is because of the beautiful garden and the feeling of being 'out in the wild'.  When we visit 

Anne Hathaway's Cottage, we always comment that it is like stepping back in time... with the 

development, ALL of this would be impossible.  I can't believe that money can persuade so many 

people that it is OK to allow this to happen: something so damaging to the green beauty and to so 

much wonderful habitat.  Please don't let this happen. 

 

The Trust has a duty to preserve the character or Stratford as part of the protection of Shakespeare's 

legacy. 

 

I was born in Stratford and raised close to Anne Hathaway's Cottage and know it well.  If a 

development is built by it this will detract from a house of historical significance. This will definitely 

impact on visitor numbers who currently walk the area as well as visiting the house and gardens 

 

I will be appalled if the Trust compromises its principles and chooses to sell land to the developers, 

thereby reneging on its legal duty, defined in the Act of Parliament under which it operates, to 

maintain and preserve the Shakespeare houses for the benefit of the nation. Once the development 

is allowed it cannot be reversed - Shottery and Anne Hathaway’s Cottage’s position in it will be 

ruined forever. The Trust should bear in mind the wishes of the people of Stratford and Shottery in 

opposing this development and reflect on the fact that a decision to sell will permanently blight local 

opinion of the Trust. 

 

Maintain some of our heritage please. Tourism alone should make this financially viable. Thank you 

 

'The decision to go ahead with this proposal would be catastrophic.  Not just for the surrounding 

countryside but for the historical value, for which visitors come from all over the world to savour the 
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ambiance and capture the essence of life in Shakespeareâ€™s time.  This is priceless and would be 

forever destroyed â€“ an absolute tragedy .  Our beautiful country is littered with similar mistakes, 

from which lessons must be learned.  It is unbelievable that money is the first consideration for 

some, when most worthwhile things in life cannot be bought.   NO TO THE SELL OUT' 

 

It will be terribly sad if these plans go ahead. Another piece of our national history and heritage 

spoiled forever. 

 

A development such as this will materially affect the setting and location of an important listed 

building and access should be refused 

 

This is a site of national and international importance - short-term gain and long-term loss of a 

desperately needed tourist spot which brings millions of visitors into the locality - and their money 

into the local economy. Have some vision! 

 

Because Anne Hathaway's cottage is, and has been for nearly two centuries, a site of international 

literary pilgrimage; to destroy its environment would be an act of wicked vandalism. 

 

Shakespeare is one of the most important English men ever to of been born.  His influence on 

language and the arts has spanned 4 centuries and covered the world.  To sell this land to 

developers is a crime against culture. 

 

o many historic open plac are built on. This garden is part of the time capsule of Shakespeare's life 

 

Our heritage is being put under threat across the country, don't blight this beautiful part of our 

country with yet another unwanted housing estate. 

 

 

     Scotland values culture and history… 
 

This represents a huge loss to our rich cultural heritage and as such will be irreplaceable. 

 

 

Voices of Wales join the chorus… 
It will destroy the beautiful greenfield land around one of the most famous and world-renowned 

historical buildings in the UK. 

 

 

The view from the Channel Islands … 

 
I grew up in the area and how can such a development ever be considered when the whole area is 

world-famous at Shakespeare's town.  The voices of Sheakespeare's people must be heard.  THIS 

DEVELOPMENT MUST NOT GO AHEAD. 
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